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The New Civil Rights Battle:
The Struggle to Implement Amendment #4
by Dr. Linda Geller-Schwartz

This is a story about equality, about justice and, ultimately, about
democracy.

It is about the historic struggle to create the kind of

nation that America professes to be. But, as frequently happens,
those with power have made every eﬀort to bend the moral arc of
the universe, in Martin Luther King’s Jr. famous statement, away from
justice – not towards it.
On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, close to 65% of voters approved an
amendment to the Florida Constitution to restore voting rights to
approximately 1.4 million people who had committed a felony and
been disenfranchised, possibly for life. As Howard Simon, Executive
Director of the ACLU proclaimed at the time: “This is transformative in
Florida…We will no longer have second class citizens.” For the
thousands of volunteers, who had worked hard to have Amendment
#4 passed, this was a night of euphoria. The people had spoken with
a strong bi-partisan voice in favor of correcting one of the major
injustices in Florida. Little did we know what was to come.
To tell this story, it is necessary to provide some context.
History of Disenfranchisement
South Florida residents, a signiﬁcant number of whom are
Northeastern transplants, do not regard Florida as a southern state
with a shameful history of slavery and a role as a founding member
of the Confederate states. They just see Florida as New York state,
without the snow. However, Florida’s Constitution and politics are
very much shaped by the injustices of Reconstruction and the Jim
Crow period.
After the Civil War, the U.S. Congress passed the Reconstruction
Amendments: The 13th Amendment which emancipated the slaves,
the 14th Amendment which granted equal citizenship to freed slaves,
and the 15th Amendment which prohibited denial of the right to vote
based on “race, color or previous condition of servitude”. Florida,
along with nine other Confederate states rejected the 14th

Amendment in 1866. The following year, Congress passed the
Reconstruction Act which required each state to extend voting rights
to all males, regardless of race.
Click here to view the full article.
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A Diﬀerent Danger: Coronavirus and Our Basic Rights
BY JOEL LEVIN | MARCH 19, 2020

We Americans take pride in our freedom. No one can take that from us. Is that true?
What about a bug with the name of COVID-19, the coronavirus? What about every
mayor, governor or health commissioner in the United States? Could any or all of
them put us in a lockdown, the term generally associated with inmates in a prison, to
be let out when, if and in a manner they determine? Does the common welfare
(health) override somehow all of our rights: no speech, shopping, worship or walking
the dog? Perhaps no voting (that later).

Russia’s Strategy for the Middle East: Stabilize,
Revitalize, Create Chaos
BY ROBERT RABIL | MARCH 16, 2020

Russia is attempting to have a say in the geopolitical realignment of the Middle East,
provoked by instability, sectarianism and Iran-Saudi rivalry. It has been able to
simultaneously support conflicted parties and project itself as a force of stability.

ISRAELI POLITICS-CONFUSED?-HERE ARE THE ANSWERS
BY JOSEF OLMERT, PH.D. | MARCH 6, 2020

Israel went three times to general elections in a period of eleven months and may go
shortly to another one-crazy? Maybe, but still, a situation that can be explained and
hopefully also be resolved.
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The Center is a gathering of scholars, experts and community

stakeholders, that engage in research and dialogue in an effort to
create practical policy recommendations and solutions to current
local, national, and international challenges.
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