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CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISES


GUNS: Critical Thinking Worksheet

There are nearly 40,000 deaths from guns a year in the United States. Why? Is this normal?
Read each of the statements below, and decide whether you think each statement is a fact or an opinion.

	
	STATEMENT 
	FACT OR OPINION


	1. 
	Owning a gun makes people safer.


	





	2. 
	The United States has 5% of the world’s population but a third of the planet’s mass shootings. The type of weapon that is used in a mass shooting makes a difference in the number of casualties.

	

	3. 
	Banning assault weapons could reduce mass shootings.


	






	4. 
	Most gun owners do not belong to the NRA (National Rifle Association).


	






	5. 
	Arming teachers with guns will make schools less safe.

	
















ANSWERS/DISCUSSION

With three or four others, discuss each of the five statements. Be sure to follow the rules of civility in your discussion: Respect the opinions of others, don’t interrupt, and use a quiet voice.

1. OPINION. According to an article in KQED Science by Danielle Venton on 10/5/17, there is much research to suggest the opposite. For instance:
a. Suicides become much more likely when guns are present.
b. People put themselves and others in the home in riskier situations when guns are around.
c. People are at higher risk during domestic violence situations when guns are present.

2. FACT.  According to a BBC article about gun deaths in the U.S. (October 27, 2018), handguns kill more people overall than any other type of gun. However, the vast majority of mass shootings with multiple casualties are done with automatic weapons.

3. FACT.  According to an article in the Washington Post on 2/15/18, when the ban on assault weapons was in place, the number of massacres in the United States decreased by 37%. After the ban was lifted, the number of mass shooting rose dramatically.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]FACT. According to the Washington Post of 10/15/15, roughly only five million gun owners belong to the NRA, but the vast majority (73 million to 81 million) do not.

5. OPINION.  An article in Education Week on 4/7/19 (“As states debate arming teachers, opponents detail mishandling of guns in schools”) discusses the views of those who strongly oppose arming teachers and those who just as strongly advocate the arming of teachers. Opponents claim that, rather than averting a tragedy, teachers having guns in school may cause more problems and put the students in more danger.

Your feedback is important to us.  Please answer the questions below and add your name and contact information if you would like us to provide you with updates or voter registration information:

1. Was the discussion civil?

2. Do you agree with the answers on the back of the page?

3. What did you like best about the exercise?

4. Was there a part of the exercise that you did not like? Why?

5. Would you like to suggest additional topics?  If yes, please list below.


NAME: ____________________________________________________________________	

CONTACT INFORMATION: ___________________________________________________
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