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Plastic Straws and the Environment: Critical Thinking Worksheet

You have been elected to represent your home district in the Florida House of Representatives. You need to decide how you will vote on a proposed law banning the use of plastic straws.

PROPOSED LAW: Plastic straws will NO LONGER BE SOLD anywhere in the state of Florida. The use of plastic straws is BANNED in every restaurant in the state of Florida.


	PROS 
(Reasons to vote YES)
	CONS 
(Reasons to vote NO) 

	Plastic straws currently make up 1/8th of the ocean trash found in beach cleanups.
	“Straws provide necessary assistance to people with disabilities who may need them to drink their beverage.”—Samantha Padgett, Attorney for the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association

	Plastic straws in the ocean harm sea turtles, fish, whales and dolphins, seals and sea lions, and seabirds. —One Green Planet
	“Businesses should be free to make their own choices, which could include making straws optional, or by request only." 

	This is a statewide issue. It cannot be left for local communities to decide. 
	Laws regulating the use of plastic straws should be left to local governments, such as cities and counties.

	“There are times when we have to take action because a crisis demands it…Anyone who goes to the beach sees the impact of single-use plastics.”—Holly Parker Curry, Florida Regional Manager of Surfrider Foundation (an environmental group)
	The state government is regulating too many things. People have a right to use plastic straws if they want to.




1. How will you vote on the proposed law banning plastic straws? YES___   NO ___ 

2. In two or three sentences, explain your reasons for voting the way you did. 

	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


ANSWERS/DISCUSSION 

1. Count the YES and NO votes. Did the proposed law pass, or was it defeated?

2. Meet in small groups to discuss how you voted on the proposed law, and why. Have someone take notes on the reasons given, both FOR and AGAINST the law. 
     In your discussion, opinions will vary. Follow the rules of civility:
· Speak in a quiet voice.
· Listen respectfully to others. 
· No interrupting.

3. Did anyone change his or her mind about the proposed law? Y / N. In your small group, try to come up with a compromise plastic straw law that is acceptable to both sides. Write your compromise law here. Then compare it to those of other groups. (Note: Opinions will vary. There are no right or wrong answers to this question.)

	

	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


Your feedback is important to us.  Please answer the questions below and add your name and contact information if you would like us to provide you with updates or voter registration information:

1. Was the discussion civil?

2. Do you agree with the opinions on the front of the page?

3. What did you like best about the exercise?

4. Was there a part of the exercise that you did not like? Why?

5. Would you like to suggest additional topics?  If yes, please list below.

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________	

CONTACT INFORMATION: _________________________________________________
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